THE REVOLUTION OF 1908-9
at any rate to assassinate some of his camarilla,
those creatures that helped to make his name
infamous throughout the civilised world,    Yet
even his dmes damnees were deemed beyond reach
of these dreamers, who loved to discourse of
liberty, yet forbore from any measure likely to
secure it.    About the same time, one of the
few military deputies in the Turkish Parliament
had, in company with two friends, also enthu-
siastic  Young  Turks,   a  curious  conversation
with the then British  Consul-General at Con-
stantinople.     They asked him whether  Great
Britain would lend active support to a move-
ment to reform   Turkey from within, and he
replied (as how else could he ?) that there was no
precedent for such interference on the part of a
friendly Power.    What he did suggest was that
they should see what could be done in the way
of  disseminating   a   revolutionary propaganda
from  Macedonia.    Here, indeed, is  a strange
forecast of the events of two years ago, and the
story is herewith offered to our German friends
(and more particularly to the Kolnische Zeitung)
who  ascribe to the baneful influence  of per-
fidious Albion not merely the Revolution (which
General von der Goltz attributed to the historic
meeting between the late King Edward and the
Tsar at Reval) but also the downfall of Eiamil,
ior